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the edges, and from the statements of Le Blanc, that
by the new invention the coins were marked on the
edge at the same time as they were stamped on the
obverse and the reverse.

Two fine piedforts of Louis XIV, both dated 1644,
are reproduced [PL VI. 6, 7]. They bear the same in-
scription in relief on their edges: ^ PONDERE SANCTVARll.

It is at this juncture that the history of Peter
Blondeau and his influence on the methods of coinage
in England commences. As is well known, the French
engineer was invited to England by the Government
in 1649, shortly after the re-establishment of coining
machinery in Paris, and after the issue from the Tower
Mint of the barbarous money of the Commonwealth, of
which even the Council of State seems to have been
ashamed.

The history of improvements in coinage methods
repeated itself in, the active hostility displayed by the
Corporation of London Moneyers to Blondeau, and no
definite progress in the negotiations was made until 1651.
In this year warrants were issued to Blondeau and David
Eamage respectively, to prepare patterns of mill-money
with marked edges, for submission to the Council.

The principal point to be contested by them was the
relative excellence of their methods for lettering and
graining the edges of coin; and the Corporation of
Moneyers elected as their champion David Barnage, who
had the advantage of having previously been employed
by Briot in the preparation of his pattern coins, and of
having by this means acquired some knowledge (in a
limited degree, doubtless) of the use of machinery for
coining. Briot had resided in the Tower, and some of his
tools were then in the Mint, for we find from the records